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Mrs. Carton  & Mr. Morse, Room 150 
 
Math Support provides assistance to 7th and 8th grade students who struggled last year 
with at least one major topic or skill in mathematics.  Test scores and teacher 
recommendations, pending parental approval, determine placement.  Additionally, any 
Norwell parent/guardian is given the option to request placement of their son or daughter 
in the class. 
 
The goal of Math Support is to help students identify and improve the grade level math 
skills they find challenging, to improve their chances of academic success in the 
mathematics curriculum here at Norwell Middle School. 
 
Towards the end of last year, a “diagnostic” grade level skills test was administered to 
each 6th and 7th grader.  At the start of this school year, students placed in Math Support 
were asked to do a self-assessment.  This data, along with teacher observations, is used to 
help identify each student’s strengths and areas of greatest need.   
 
For each topic, review may include a class discussion or group activity along with 
practice problems and then tiered, individualized instruction to focus each student on 
whatever is giving them the most trouble.  The IXL App is utilized to help students 
practice various computational skills. 
 
 It is a pass/fail class with no homework, although students are welcome to do additional 
IXL practice on their own. 
 
Students are encouraged to ask questions and make connections between Math Support 
and what is going on in their regular math class, whenever possible. 
 
Topics covered include: 
 
7th Grade 8th Grade 
Order of Operations Order of Operations 
Factoring rules, GCF and LCM Exponents 
Addition/subtraction of fractions and 
mixed numbers 

Combining like terms 

Multiplication/division of fractions and 
mixed numbers 

Multiplication and division of fractions and 
applications (evaluating and solving) in 
algebra problems 

Equivalency (converting forms of a 
number; fraction, decimal, percent) 

Review of sign rules and integer operations 
and applications in algebraic equations 

Word problems integrating previous topics 
along with decimal operations 

Distributive Property review with various 
rational numbers, including negatives and 
fractions. 
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When the term is over, students looking for additional practice can utilize the grade level 
Title I mathematics tutors (who start work in October).  Of course, students can always 
go to their content area mathematics teacher for any math-related question as well.  
 
All in-class work in Math Support is kept secure within individual student folders in the 
classroom.  If a parent wishes to view this work, discuss their child’s progress, and/or has 
any other questions, please contact Mr. Morse or Mrs Carton at: 
	
Grade	8	Math	Support:	
james.morse@nowellschools.org 
781-659-8814 x 4229 
 
Grade 7 Math Support 
jacqueline.carton@norwellschools.org 
781-659-8814 x 1215 
 
 
“Success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day out.” 
-Robert Collier  
 
 
 
 


